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SOURCES OF PCT AND PRIMARY CARE DATA

General guides 

There is a very useful list of organisations with relevant data and datasets in Appendix F of the Health Profile for England 2007 downloadable as a PDF from 

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_079716

The Information Centre has an online list of datasets relating to Health and Social Care Services at

 http://ic.dh.gov.uk/infocat/

The Regional Public Health Observatories also collect and collate useful data. http://www.apho.org.uk/apho/index.htm
The Healthcare Commission and Dr Foster have information on the performance of NHS and private sector health care providers at

http://2007ratings.healthcarecommission.org.uk/healthcareproviders.cfm
http://www.drfoster.co.uk/Guides/

Primary care workforce

Data on the workforce at PCT level is available in the Statistics and Data Collections section of the Information Centre website:

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/workforce/nhs-staff-numbers/general-and-personal-medical-services-2006

Resources and expenditure

Information on PCT budgets are on the resource allocation section of the DH website:

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Policyandguidance/Organisationpolicy/Financeandplanning/Allocations/index.htm

and the National Programme Budget project has information on how the money is actually spent by PCTs across programmes of care

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Policyandguidance/Organisationpolicy/Financeandplanning/Programmebudgeting/index.htm

Information for practice based commissioning is available at

http://www.knowledge.ic.nhs.uk/ebulletins/shared/detail_item.asp?item_ID=323
NHS Comparators (requires a nww connection) is a national resource, initially focused on supporting Practice Based Commissioning. It provides comparisons at GP practice, Primary Care Trust, Strategic Health Authority and national levels, enabling users to investigate aspects of local commissioning activity, costs and outcomes. The system is available to all GP practices, in addition to SHAs, PCTs, Trusts, and other relevant organisations. For more information on how to register email enquiries@ic.nhs.uk or call the Information Centre’s Contact Centre on 0845 600 6016.

Quality and Outcome Framework

For information on the Quality and Outcomes Framework see 

http://www.qof.ic.nhs.uk/
The data permits comparison of any practice’s QOF performance against other the other practices in same PCT or all practices in England.

Hospital use

Hospital Episode Statistics has information on all hospital admissions and outpatient appointments in England.  Comparisons across PCTs are available on the HESonline website 

http://www.hesonline.nhs.uk/Ease/servlet/ContentServer?siteID=1937&categoryID=537

and more detailed data, down to anonymised patient level, can be requested.  

Social services

Dr Foster has collated information on social services provision by local authorities, including performance indicators 

http://www.drfoster.co.uk/localGovernment/kigs.asp

Health and social indicators

http://www.communityhealthprofiles.info
A DH funded website with information provide by the Public Health Observatories on 386 local authorities on a large number of health related topics. They aim is to support action by LAs and PCTs to tackle health inequalities. Users can get very detailed information on local authorities.  

The National Centre for Health Outcomes Development has a large set of health and socioeconomic indicators.  It provides a map based analytic tool which enables users to examine the relationships amongst the characteristics of local authorities. Those with access to nhs.net can also examine PCT data. The DH is considering making the PCT data available to all users. http://www.nchod.nhs.uk/
Census data

Available through http://www.statistics.gov.uk/census/GetData/default.asp. Data on small areas is at 2001 Census (Neighbourhood stats)
Socio-economic characteristics
Small area measures of deprivation (including income, employment, health, access, education) are at  
http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1128440
The Low Income Scheme Index (LISI) is the proportion of prescriptions dispensed without charge on grounds of low income and is calculated at practice level:

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/our-services/prescribing-support-unit/measures/lisi
Two frequently used measures of deprivation (Carstairs, Townsend) are at 
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/articles/hsq/HSQ31deprivation_using_carstairs.pdf
For measures of rurality go to

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/geography/nrudp.asp
Boundaries and organisations 

Lookup tables for the various UK boundaries (administrative, census, electoral, environmental, health, historic, regional and postal) and NHS Postcode Directories can be found, with an Athens login, via 

http://edina.ac.uk/ukborders/
The National Administrative Codes Service has information on the location of NHS organisations

http://www.nhs.uk/nacs/
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